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The following calculation policy has been devised to meet requirements of the National Curriculum 2014 for the 
teaching and learning of mathematics, and is also designed to give pupils a consistent and smooth progression of 
learning in calculations across the school. Please note that early learning in number and calculation in 
Foundation Stage Ŧƻƭƭƻǿǎ ǘƘŜ Ψ5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ aŀǘǘŜǊǎΩ 9¸C{ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ 
on progressively from the content and methods established in the Early Years Foundation Stage. 

 

Age stage expectations 

 

The calculation policy is organised according to age stage expectations as set out in the National Curriculum 
2014, however it is vital that pupils are taught according to the stage that they are currently working at, being 
moved onto the next level as soon as they are ready, or working at a lower stage until they are secure enough to 
move on. 
 

Providing a context for calculation: 

 

It is important that any type of calculation is given a real life context or problem solving approach to help build 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŎŀƭŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ 
operations and methods when faced with problems. This must be a priority within calculation lessons. 

 

Choosing a calculation method: 

 

Children need to be taught and encouraged to use the following processes in deciding what approach 

they will take to a calculation, to ensure they select the most appropriate method for the numbers involved: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Can I do it in my head using a 
mental strategy?  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Could I use some jottings to 
help me?  

 
 
 
 

 

Should I use a written method 
to work it out?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To work out a tricky 
calculation: 

 
 

 

Approximate, 
 
 
 

 

Calculate, 
 
 
 

 

Check it mate! 



 
 
 

 

Stage 1 Add with numbers up to 20 
 

Use numbered number lines to add, by counting on in ones. Encourage children to start with 
the larger number and count on.  

+1 +1 +1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Children should: 
 

Have access to a wide range of counting equipment, everyday objects, number tracks and 
number lines, and be shown numbers in different contexts. 

 

Read and write the addition (+) and equals (=) signs within number sentences. 

 

Interpret addition number sentences and solve missing box problems, using concrete 
objects and number line addition to solve them: 

8 + 3 = 
Ã  

 15 + 4 = 
Ã  

 5 + 3 + 1 = 
Ã  Ã 

+ 
Ã 

= 6 
 

This builds on from prior learning of adding by combining two sets of objects into one group (5 
cubes and 3 cubes) in Early Years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

8 + 5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key vocabulary: add, more, plus, and, make, altogether, total, equal to, equals, double, 
most, count on, number line 
 

Key skills for addition at Stage 1: 
¶ Read and write numbers to 100 in numerals, incl. 1-20 in words 
¶ Recall bonds to 10 and 20, and addition facts within 20  

¶ Count to and across 100  

¶ Count in multiples of 1 2, 5 and 10 
 

¶ Solve simple 1-step problems involving addition, using objects, number lines and 
pictorial representations. 



 
 
 

Stage 2 Add with 2-digit numbers Developing mental fluency with addition and 
place value involving 2-digit numbers, then establish more formal methods. 

 

 

Add 2-digit numbers and tens: 

 

 

Add 2-digit numbers and units: 
 

Use empty number lines, concrete 
equipment, hundred squares etc. 
to build confidence and fluency in 
mental addition skills. 

 
 
 

 
Add pairs of 2-digit numbers, moving to the partitioned column method when secure adding tens and 
units: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STEP 2: Once a child can add a 
multiple of ten to a 2-digit 
number mentally (e.g.80+11), 
they are ready for adding pairs 
of 2-digit numbers that DO cross 
the tens boundary  
(e.g. 58+43) 

 
STEP 1: Only provide 
examples that do NOT 
cross the tens boundary 
until they are secure 
with the method itself. 
 
 
 

 

STEP 3: Children who are 
confident and accurate with 
this stage should move onto 
the expanded addition 
methods with 2 and 3-digit 
numbers (see Y3). 

 

 
To support understanding, pupils may physically make and carry out 
the calculation with Dienes Base 10 apparatus or place value counters, then compare their 
practical version to the written form, to help them to build an understanding of it. 

 
 

 
Key vocabulary: add, more, plus, and, make, altogether, total, equal to, equals, double, most, count on, number line, sum, 
tens, units, partition, addition, column, tens boundary 

 

Key skills for addition at Stage 2: 
¶ Add a 2-digit number and ones (e.g. 27 + 6) 
¶ Add a 2-digit number and tens (e.g. 23 + 40)  
¶ Add pairs of 2-digit numbers (e.g. 35 + 47)  
¶ Add three single-digit numbers (e.g. 5 + 9 + 7)  
¶ Show that adding can be done in any order (the commutative law).  
¶ Recall bonds to 20 and bonds of tens to 100 (30 + 70 etc.) 

¶ Count in steps of 2, 3 and 5 and count in tens from any number. 

¶ Understand the place value of 2-digit numbers (tens and ones) 
¶ Compare and order numbers to 100 using < > and = signs. 

¶ Read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and words. 
 
¶ Solve problems with addition, using concrete objects, pictorial representations, involving numbers, quantities 

and measures, and applying mental and written methods. 

 23 + 34  = 



 
 

 

Stage 3 Add numbers with up to 3 digits 

 

Introduce the expanded column addition method: 
 

 

Add the units first, in preparation 
for the compact method 

 
 
 
 

 

In order to carry out this method of addition: 

 

¶ Children need to recognise the value of the hundreds, 
tens and units without recording the partitioning. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Move to the compact column addition ƳŜǘƘƻŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎΩΥ 
 

 

Add units first. 
 
 
 

 

Ψ/ŀǊǊȅΩ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ 
underneath the 
bottom line. 

 

 

236 

+ 73 

309  

1 

 

Children who are very secure and confident with 3-digit expanded 
column addition should be moved onto the compact column addition 
ƳŜǘƘƻŘΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǘƻ άŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜΦ /ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
expanded method to the compact column method to develop an 
understanding of the process and the reduced number of steps 
involved. 
 
 
 

 

Remind children the actual value is ΨǘƘǊŜŜ ǘŜƴǎ add seven 
ǘŜƴǎΩΣ ƴƻǘ ΨǘƘǊŜŜ ŀŘŘ ǎŜǾŜƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŝǉǳŀƭǎ ten tens. 

 
 
 

Key vocabulary: add, more, plus, and, make, altogether, total, equal to, equals, double, most, count on, number line, 
sum, tens, units, partition, plus, addition, column, tens boundary, ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅΣ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜΣ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭΣ ŎŀǊǊȅΨΣ 
expanded, compact 
 

Key skills for addition at Stage 3: 

 

¶ Read and write numbers to 1000 in numerals and words. 

¶ Add 2-digit numbers mentally, incl. those exceeding 100. 

¶ Add a three-digit number and ones mentally (175 + 8) 
¶ Add a three-digit number and tens mentally (249 + 50) 
¶ Add a three-digit number and hundreds mentally (381 + 400) 
¶ Estimate answers to calculations, using inverse to check answers. 

¶ Solve problems, including missing number problems, using number facts, place value, and more complex addition. 

¶ Recognise place value of each digit in 3-digit numbers (hundreds, tens, ones.) 
 
¶ Continue to practise a wide range of mental addition strategies, ie. number bonds, adding the nearest multiple 

of 10, 100, 100 and adjusting, using near doubles, partitioning and recombining. 



 
 

 

Stage 4 Add numbers with up to 4 digits 
 
 

Move from expanded addition to the compact column method, adding units first, and 
αŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ  ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ underneath the calculation. Also include money and measures 
contexts. 

 

e.g. 3517 + 396 = 3913  
 

Introduce the compact column addition method by asking 
children to add the two given numbers together using the method 
that they are familiar with (expanded column addition-see Stage 
3). Teacher models the compact method with carrying, asking 
children to discuss similarities and differences and establish how it 
is carried out. 

 
 
 
 

 

Add units first. 
 

 Reinforce correct place value by reminding them 
 

Ψ/ŀǊǊȅΩ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ the actual value is 5 hundreds add 3 hundreds, not 
 

5 add 3, for example 
 

underneath the  

 
 

bottom line.  
 

 
 

 

Use and apply this method to money 
and measurement values. 

 
 
 

 

Key vocabulary: add, more, plus, and, make, altogether, total, equal to, equals, double, most, count on, 
number line, sum, tens, units, partition, plus, addition, column, tens boundary, hundreds boundary, increase, 
ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭΣ αŎŀǊǊȅ Σ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘΣ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘΣ thousands, hundreds, digits, inverse 
 

 

Key skills for addition at Stage 4: 
 

¶ Select most appropriate method: mental, jottings or written and explain why. 
¶ Recognise the place value of each digit in a four-digit number. 
¶ Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000.  

¶ Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers. 

¶ Solve 2-step problems in context, deciding which operations and methods to use and why.  

¶ Find 1000 more or less than a given number. 
 
¶ Continue to practise a wide range of mental addition strategies, ie. number bonds, add the nearest 

multi-ple of 10, 100, 1000 and adjust, use near doubles, partitioning and recombining. 
¶ Add numbers with up to 4 digits using the formal written method of column addition  
¶ Solve 2-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why.  

¶ Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers to a calculation. 



 
 

 

Stage 5 Add numbers with more than 4 digits 
 

Including money, measures and decimals with different numbers of decimal places. 
 

 

The decimal point should be aligned in the same way as other place 
value columns, and must be in the same column in the answer. 

 
 
 

 

Numbers should exceed 4 digits. 
 
 
 
 

 

Pupils should be able to add more than two values, carefully aligning 
place value columns 

 

0 

 
 

Empty decimal places can be filled 
with zero to show the place value in 

each column 
 

{ŀȅ Ψс ǘŜƴǘƘǎ ŀŘŘ т ǘŜƴǘƘǎΩ 
to reinforce place value 

 
 
 

Children should: 
 

¶ Understand the place value of tenths and hundredths and use this to align numbers with 
different numbers of decimal places. 

 
 
 

Key vocabulary: add, more, plus, and, make, altogether, total, equal to, equals, double, most, count on, 
number line, sum, tens, units, partition, plus, addition, column, tens boundary, hundreds boundary, increase, 
ΨŎŀǊǊȅΩΣ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘΣ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘΣ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭΣ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎΣ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎΣ ŘƛƎƛǘǎΣ ƛƴǾŜǊǎŜ ϧ decimal places, decimal point, 
tenths, hundredths, thousandths 
 

Key skills for addition at Stage 5: 

 

¶ Add numbers mentally with increasingly large numbers, using and practising a range of mental 
strategies ie. add the nearest multiple of 10, 100, 100 and adjust; use near doubles, inverse, partitioning 
and re-combining; using number bonds. 

¶ Use rounding to check answers and accuracy.  

¶ Solve multi-step problems in contexts, deciding which operations and methods to use and why.  

¶ Read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1 million and determine the value of each digit.  

¶ Round any number up to 1 000 000 to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000 and 100 000.  

¶ Add numbers with more than 4 digits using formal written method of columnar addition. 



 
 

 

Stage 6 Add several numbers of increasing complexity 

 
 

 

0 

0 

0 0 

 

 

Adding several numbers with different numbers of decimal 
places (including money and measures): 

 

¶ Tenths, hundredths and thousandths should be correctly 
aligned, with the decimal point lined up vertically 
including in the answer row. 

 

¶ Zeros could be added into any empty decimal places, to 
show there is no value to add. 

 
 
 

Empty decimal places can be 
filled with zeros to show the 
place value in each column 

 
 
 
 

 

Adding several numbers with more than 4 digits 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key vocabulary: add, more, plus, and, make, altogether, total, equal to, equals, double, most, count on, 
number line, sum, tens, units, partition, plus, addition, column, tens boundary, hundreds boundary, increase, 
ΨŎŀǊǊȅΩΣ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘΣ ŎƻƳǇŀŎǘΣ ǾŜǊǘƛŎŀƭΣ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎΣ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎΣ ŘƛƎƛǘǎΣ ƛƴǾŜǊǎŜΣ ŘŜŎƛƳŀƭ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΣ ŘŜŎƛƳŀƭ ǇƻƛƴǘΣ ǘŜƴǘƘǎΣ 
hundredths, thousandths 
 

Key skills for addition at Stage 6: 

 

¶ Perform mental calculations, including with mixed operations and large numbers, using and practising 
a range of mental strategies. 

¶ Solve multi-step problems in context, deciding which operations and methods to use and why. 
 
¶ Use estimation to check answers to calculations and determine, in the context of a problem, levels 

of accuracy. 
¶ Read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 million and determine the value of each digit.  
¶ Round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy.  
¶ Pupils understand how to add mentally with larger numbers and calculations of increasing complexity. 



 
 

 

Stage 1 Subtract from numbers up to 20 

 
 

Children consolidate understanding of subtraction practically, Read, write and  
showing subtraction on bead strings, using cubes etc. and in interpret number  
familiar contexts, and are introduced to more formal recording sentences with  
using number lines as below: + and = signs 

 
 

Subtract by taking away 
 

 

Count back in ones on 
a numbered number 
line to take away, with 
numbers up to 20 
 

Model subtraction using hundred 
squares and numbered number 
lines/tracks and practically 

 
 

 

This will be introduced practically 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ΨŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƘƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƳƻǊŜΚΩ ƛƴ ŀ 
range of familiar contexts 

 
 
 
 
 

Ψ{ŜǾŜƴ ƛǎ о ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻǳǊΩ 
 

 

ΨL ŀƳ н ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴȅ 
ǎƛǎǘŜǊΩ 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Key vocabulary: equal to, take, take away, less, minus, subtract, leaves, distance between, how 
many more, how many fewer / less than, most, least, count back , how many left, how much 
less is_? 
 

Key skills for subtraction at Stage 1: 

 

¶ Given a number, say one more or one less.  

¶ Count to and over 100, forward and back, from any number.  

¶ Represent and use subtraction facts to 20 and within 20. 
¶ Subtract with one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20, including zero. 
 

¶ Solve one-step problems that involve addition and subtraction, using concrete objects 
(ie bead string, objects, cubes) and pictures, and missing number problems. 

¶ Read and write numbers from 0 to 20 in numerals and words. 



 
 

 

Stage 2 Subtract with 2-digit numbers 
 

 

Subtract on a number line by counting back, aiming to  

develop mental subtraction skills. 

 

 
Use Dienes blocks 

for subtraction 
calculations too 

 

This strategy will be used for:  
¶ 2-digit numbers subtract units (by taking away / counting back) e.g. 36τ7  
¶ 2-digit numbers subtract tens (by taking away / counting back) e.g. 48τ30  
¶ Subtracting pairs of 2-digit numbers (see below) 
 
 
 

Subtracting pairs of 2-digit numbers on a number line: 

 

47 - 23 = 24 Partition the second number and Move towards more efficient  
subtract it in tens and units, as below: jumps back, as below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Then subtract 
units. 

 
 
 
 

 

Subtract tens 
first 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Combine methods with use of a 
hundred square to reinforce 
understanding of number value 
and order 

 

 

Teaching children to bridge through ten 
can help them to become more efficient, 
for example 42τ25: 
 

Mental strategy - subtract numbers close together by counting on: 

 

Start with the smaller 
number and count 
on to the largest 

 
Many mental strategies are taught. Children are taught to recognise that 
when numbers are close together, it is more efficient to count on the 
difference. They need to be clear about the relationship between addition 
and subtraction. 

 

Key vocabulary: equal to, take, take away, less, minus, subtract, leaves, distance between, how many 
more, how many fewer / less than, most, least, count back , how many left, how much less is_? 
 
difference, count on, strategy, partition, tens, 
units Key skills for subtraction at Stage 2: 
¶ Recognise the place value of each digit in a two-digit number. 
¶ Recall and use subtraction facts to 20 fluently, and derive and use related facts up to 100. 
 
¶ Subtract using concrete objects, pictorial representations, 100 squares and mentally, including: a two-

digit number and ones, a two-digit number and tens, and two two-digit numbers.  

¶ Show that subtraction of one number from another cannot be done in any order. 
 
¶ Recognise and use inverse relationship between addition and subtraction, using this to check 

calculations and missing number problems. 
 
¶ Solve simple addition and subtraction problems including measures, using concrete objects, pictorial 

representation, and also applying their increasing knowledge of mental and written methods.  

¶ Read and write numbers to at least 100 in numerals and in words. 



 
 

Stage 3 Subtracting with 2 and 3-digit numbers 
 
Introduce partitioned column subtraction method. 

 

 

STEP 1: introduce this method 
with examples where  
no exchanging is required. 

 
 
 
 
 

STEP 2: ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ αŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
through practical subtraction. 
Make the larger number with Base 
10, then subtract 47 from it. 

 

89 ð 35 = 54  
 

80 + 9 
- 30 + 5 
50 + 4 

 
²ƘŜƴ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ αŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ Σ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ 
αǇŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǿŀȅǎ  ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 
pupils understand that when you 
exchange, the VALUE is the same ie 72 
= 70+2 = 60+12 = 50+22 etc.  
Emphasise that the ǾŀƭǳŜ ƘŀǎƴΨǘ 
changed, we have just partitioned it in 
a different way.  

60 70 + 12 

- 40 + 7  

 20 + 5 = 25 

 
 
 

 

STEP 3: Once pupils are secure with 
the ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ Σ 
they can use the partitioned column 
method to subtract any 2 and 3-digit 
numbers. 

 
.ŜŦƻǊŜ ǎǳōǘǊŀŎǘƛƴƎ ΨтΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ тн ōƭƻŎƪǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŀ 
row of 10 for ten units. Then subtract 7, and subtract 4 tens. 
 
 

Subtracting money: 
partition into  
e.g. £1 + 30p + 8p 

 

 

Counting on as a mental strategy for subtraction: 

 

Continue to reinforce counting on as a strategy for close-together numbers (e.g. 121τ118), 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴŜŀǊƭȅ  ƳǳƭǘƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ млΣ мллΣ мллл ƻǊ ϻǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƻ 
count on (e.g. 102-89, 131τ79, or calculating change from £1 etc.). 

 

¶ Start at the smaller number and count on in tens first, then count on in units to find 
the rest of the difference: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key vocabulary: equal to, take, take away, less, minus, subtract, leaves, distance between, how many more, how many 
few-er / less than, most, least, count back , how many left, how much less is_? difference, count on, strategy, partition, 
tens, units, exchange, decrease, hundreds, value, digit  
Key skills for subtraction at Stage 3: 
¶ Subtract mentally a: 3-digit number and ones, 3-digit number and tens, 3-digit number and hundreds. 
¶ Estimate answers and use inverse operations to check. 

¶ Solve problems, including missing number problems. 
Approximate, 

 

 
 

¶ Find 10 or 100 more or less than a given number. Calculate, 
 

¶ Recognise the place value of each digit in a 3-digit number . 

¶ Counting up differences as a mental strategy when numbers are close together or near multiples Check it mate!  of 
 10  

¶ (see examples above) 
¶ Read and write numbers up to 1000 in numerals and words. 
 
¶ Practise mental subtraction strategies, such as subtracting near multiples of 10 and adjusting (e.g. subtracting 19 

or 21), and select most appropriate methods to subtract, explaining why. 



 
 

Stage 4 Subtracting with up to 4-digit numbers 
 

tŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ǎǳōǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΩ ό5ŜŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴύ 
 
 

As introduced in Y3, but moving 
towards more complex numbers 
and values. Use place value 
counters ǘƻ ǊŜƛƴŦƻǊŎŜ ΨŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΩΦ 

 
 
 

 

Subtracting money: partition 
into £1 + 30 + 5 for example. 

 

Compact column subtraction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Give plenty of opportunities to apply 
this to money and measures. 

 

To introduce the compact method, ask children to 
perform a subtraction calculation with the familiar 
partitioned column subtraction then display the 
compact version for the calculation they have done. Ask 
pupils to consider how it relates to the method they 
know, what is similar and what is different, to develop 
an understanding of it 
 

 

Always encourage children to consider the best 
method for the numbers involvedτmental, 
counting on, counting back or written method 

 

 

Mental strategies 

 

A variety of mental strategies must be taught and practised, including counting on to 
find the difference where numbers are closer together, or where it is easier to count on. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Approximate, 
 

Calculate, 
 
Check it mate! 

 

Key vocabulary: equal to, take, take away, less, minus, subtract, leaves, distance between, how many more, 
how many fewer / less than, most, least, count back , how many left, how much less is_? difference, count on, 
strate-gy, partition, tens, units exchange, decrease, hundreds, value, digit, inverse 
 

Key skills for subtraction at Stage 4: 
¶ Subtract by counting on where numbers are close together or they are near to multiples of 10, 100 etc.  
¶ Children select the most appropriate and efficient methods for given subtraction calculations.  
¶ Estimate and use inverse operations to check answers.  

¶ Solve addition and subtraction 2-step problems, choosing which operations and methods to use and why. 

¶ Solve simple measure and money problems involving fractions and decimals to two decimal places.  
¶ Find 1000 more or less than a given number.  
¶ Count backwards through zero, including negative numbers.  
¶ Recognise place value of each digit in a 4-digit number Round any number to the nearest 10, 100 or 1000  

¶ Solve number and practical problems that involve the above, with increasingly large positive numbers. 



 
 

Stage 5 Subtract with at least 4-digit numbers 
 

Including money, measures and decimals 
 

 

Compact column subtraction 
όǿƛǘƘ ΨŜȄŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎΩύ 

 

 

Children who are still not 
secure with number facts and 
place value will need to 
remain on the partitioned 
column method until ready 
for the compact method 

 
 

 

Subtracting with large numbers 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Create lots of opportunities for 
subtracting and finding differences 
with money and measures 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Subtract with decimal values, including mixtures of 
integers and decimals, aligning the decimal point. 
 

 
!ŘŘ ŀ ΨȊŜǊƻΩ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ŜƳǇǘȅ ŘŜŎƛƳŀƭ 
places to aid understanding of what 
to subtract in that column. 

 
 

 

Approximate, 
 

Calculate, 
 

Check it mate! 

 

Key vocabulary: equal to, take, take away, less, minus, subtract, leaves, distance between, how many more, 
how many fewer / less than, most, least, count back , how many left, how much less is_? difference, count on, 
strate-gy, partition, tens, units exchange, decrease, hundreds, value, digit, inverse, tenths, hundredths, decimal 
point, decimal 
 

Key skills for subtraction at Stage 5: 
¶ Subtract numbers mentally with increasingly large numbers . 
 
¶ Use rounding and estimation to check answers to calculations and determine, in a range of contexts, levels 

of accuracy . 
 
¶ Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in context, deciding which operations and methods 

to use and why. 
¶ Read, write, order and compare numbers to at least 1 million and determine the value of each digit.  

¶ Count forwards or backwards in steps of powers of 10 for any given number up to 1 million. 
 
¶ Interpret negative numbers in context, counting forwards and backwards with positive and 

negative integers through 0. 
¶ Round any number up to 1 million to the nearest 10, 100, 1000, 10 000 and 100 000. 



 

 

Stage 6 Subtracting with increasingly large and more 
complex numbers and decimal values. 

 

 

 

 

Using the compact column method 
to subtract more complex integers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using the compact column method to 
subtract money and measures, 
including decimals with different 

 

numbers of decimal places. 
 

 

 

 

 

Empty decimal places can be filled 
with zero to show the place value in 
each column. 

 

 

Pupils should be able to apply their knowledge of a range of mental strategies, mental 
recall skills, and informal and formal written methods when selecting the 

 

most appropriate method to work out subtraction problems. 
 

 

 

 

Key vocabulary: equal to, take, take away, less, minus, subtract, leaves, 

distance between, how many more, how many fewer / less than, most, least, count back , how 
 

many left, how much less is_? difference, count on, strategy, partition, tens, units exchange, 
decrease, hundreds, value, digit, inverse, tenths, hundredths, decimal point, decimal 

 

Key skills for subtraction at Stage 6: 

 

¶ Solve addition and subtraction multi-step problems in context, deciding which operations and methods 
to use and why. 

¶ Read, write, order and compare numbers up to 10 million and determine the value of each digit  
¶ Round any whole number to a required degree of accuracy  
¶ Use negative numbers in context, and calculate intervals across zero. 
 
¶ Children need to utilise and consider a range of mental subtraction strategies, jottings and written 

meth-ods before choosing how to calculate. 

 

Check it mate! 

 

Approximate, 

Calculate, 




